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who are hungry in communities across the na-
tion. On May 13, 2000, local branches of the
Letter Carriers, along with the United Way and
the United States Postal Service, will kick off
their annual food drive to collect non-perish-
able food and other essential items for families
in need.

Residents of Amarillo, Canyon, Hereford,
Dumas and Tulia, Texas will be asked to
place non-perishable food items, paper prod-
ucts or hygiene items by their mailboxes. The
letter carriers will pick these items up on May
13th and deliver them to the High Plains Food
Bank. The donations received through this
food drive will help fill the need for food dis-
tribution throughout the summer months.

This food drive is a worthwhile and impor-
tant project, and has been extremely helpful to
a large number of families over the years. In
fact, 83,000 pounds of food were collected last
year from postal routes across the Panhandle
and sent to the High Plains Food Bank, cur-
rently serving over 5,200 families each month.
The goal this year is to raise over 90,000
pounds of food. I am confident that our com-
munity will rise to meet this challenge.

The Amarillo branch of the National Asso-
ciation of Letter Carriers is deserving of our
full support and I praise them for their work in
the fight against hunger. Together, with such
individual acts of generosity, we can help stop
the growing problem of hunger on the High
Plains.
f
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Ms. VELA
´
ZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I was un-

avoidably detained today, May 3, 2000.
If I had been present for rollcall No. 133, I

would have voted ‘‘yes.’’
If I had been present for rollcall No. 134, I

would have voted ‘‘yes.’’
If I had been present for rollcall No. 135, I

would have voted ‘‘yes.’’
If I had been present for rollcall No. 136, I

would have voted ‘‘yes.’’
If I had been present for rollcall No. 137, I

would have voted ‘‘yes.’’
If I had been present for rollcall No. 138, I

would have voted ‘‘yes.’’
If I had been present for rollcall No. 139, I

would have voted ‘‘yes.’’
If I had been present for rollcall No. 140, I

would have voted ‘‘yes.’’
If I had been present for rollcall No. 141, I

would have voted ‘‘yes.’’
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Mr. KANJORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to pay tribute to an organization of which I am
proud to be a member, the Wilkes-Barre Law
and Library Association. I am pleased and
honored to have been asked to participate in
the 150th anniversary of its founding.

Founded in 1850 by the leading attorneys of
Luzerne County, Pennsylvania, the Associa-
tion was first known as the Wilkes-Barre Law
Association. As the bar association for all of
Luzerne County, the association soon adopted
the longer name of Wilkes-Barre Law and Li-
brary Association, which is how it is still known
today.

Its original function was a law library for its
membership. Because of the expense of older
law books dating back to the Civil War era, it
was an attempt to create a central law library
as a less costly way for lawyers of the day to
have an important resource in their practices.
The original library contained around 2000 vol-
umes. Throughout the years, the library has
expanded and by 1968 contained over 21,000
volumes of law books including English law.
Some of of the oldest volumes date back to
the early 1700’s and the library is one of the
finest in the nation to this day.

The membership of the Association cur-
rently includes 649 members and has had a
total of over 1,600 members in good standing
in its 150-year history. Its first president was
the Honorable Hendrick B. Wright, a member
of the Pennsylvania Legislature, and Andrew
McClintock and George B. Nicholson served
as the first treasurer and secretary, respec-
tively.

Many of the original names on the member-
ship list are quite familiar to those of us in the
Wyoming Valley—Welles, Dennison, Bidlack,
Conyngham, Wright—as even to this day
many of our streets and communities bear
these distinguished names. Many served in
the Pennsylvania Legislature and were icons
of the era. At least 14 members of the Asso-
ciation were elected to the U.S. Congress, my-
self included. The Association also boasts
three governors among its ranks: Henry Hoyt,
Arthur James, and John S. Fine.

Mr. Speaker, the list of appellate and state
supreme court justices from this bar associa-
tion’s membership list is too long to name all
of them here, but that list includes some of the
most distinguished jurists in the Common-
wealth’s history. One of its most famous was
Chief Justice Gibson, whose case precedents
were considered the most widely read in his
era and were cited regularly by courts as far
away as Westminster, England.

Currently in senior status, Third Circuit
Court of Appeals Judge Max Rosenn is a
highly respected member of the Wilkes-Barre
Law and Library Association. With my strong
support, the Congress recently renamed the
Wilkes-Barre Federal Courthouse in his honor.

Mr. Speaker, the Wilkes-Barre Law and Li-
brary Association is the oldest and most distin-
guished legal institution in Northeastern Penn-
sylvania. It is the center of the legal commu-
nity in Luzerne County and its library is a
great resource to its membership. I am ex-
tremely proud to be a member and to have
this opportunity to bring its history to the atten-
tion of my colleagues in the House of Rep-
resentatives. I send my sincere best wishes
on this milestone anniversary and for the fu-
ture of the legal profession in Luzerne County.
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Mr. TAYLOR of North Carolina. Mr. Speak-

er, it is my honor to rise and commend a great
public servant of Western North Carolina and
the National Park Service, Gary Everhardt,
Superintendent of the Blue Ridge Parkway.
Gary has been devoted to making our Na-
tional Parks cleaner, safer and more enjoyable
for future generations. Today marks the begin-
ning of Gary’s well-earned retirement.

Gary is a native of Western North Carolina
and is a product of the Lenoir North Carolina
School System. He graduated in 1957 with a
degree in Civil Engineering from North Caro-
lina State University and immediately began
work for the Park Service as a civil engineer
for the Blue Ridge Parkway. He has served in
engineering positions at the Park Service’s
Southeast and Southwest offices. Gary was
also named the Superintendent of Grand
Teton National Park in January 1972. While
there he helped orchestrate and conduct the
Second World Conference on National Parks.
For his effort and hard work, Gary was award-
ed the Department of the Interiors Meritorious
Service Award.

President Gerald Ford recognized
Everhardt’s dedication, professionalism, and
hard work as he named Gary the ninth direc-
tor of the National Park Service on January
13, 1975. It was under Gary’s leadership that
the Park Service saw a period of unbridled
growth and success. The Park took great
steps in the areas of visitor services and safe-
ty. Gary, with President Ford’s approval, pro-
posed doubling the park size with the pur-
chase of nearly 32 million acres of land in
Alaska.

Gary returned home to the Blue Ridge Park-
way in 1977 to assume leadership as the fifth
Superintendent of the Parkway and since that
time Gary has worked diligently to improve re-
lations with neighbors of the Parkway and
government agency officials. Gary took a con-
struction program that was near death and re-
vived it. The final section of the Parkway
motor road at Grandfather Mountain was com-
pleted in 1987. During Everhardt’s tenure, the
number of visitors to the park has risen to
over 25 million.

I would like to add my tribute to Gary to the
long list of honors that he has received in the
past. In 1985 Everhardt received the Depart-
ment of the Interior’s highest honor, the Distin-
guished Service Award. In 1990 he received
the Cornelius Amory Pugsley Medal from the
National Park Foundation for stellar contribu-
tions to the advancement of parks and recre-
ation. In September 1998 Gary received the
Walter T. Cox award at the George B. Hertzog
Lecture at Clemson University, this Award rec-
ognized Gary’s sustained public achievement
in wise management of natural and cultural re-
sources.

Everhardt has a long list of involvement in
other agencies and groups including his roles
as Past President of the Asheville Federal Ex-
ecutive Association, a member of the Board of
Directors of the Appalachian Consortium, and
as a member of the North Carolina National
Parks, Parkway & Forestry Development
Council.
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